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History of the Port Stanley Harbour

An Open Letter

To The Residents of Central Elgin,

We would like to put your mind at rest. The dive

ing well and all liability issues a

taken more time than we would have liked.

You have recently heard rumours and read a variety of
tanley Harbour appear unplanned and

the divestiture program for the Port S

stiture program is proceed-

re being considered. The process, however, has

news reports that make

perhaps a bit frightening because of potential liability issues.

Make no mistake; we take env
advised by Transport Canada that the cont

Stanley Harbour is no different than the issues in ma

mercial operations. Dozens of harbou

ironmental issues very seriously. We have been
amination that exists in Port

ny facilities with com-

rs with similar challenges have been

divested to local governments under this same program.

An overriding Environmental
Transport Canada as part of the divestiture
will be reviewed by the M
consultants hired by Central Elgin. U
and additional studies of contaminants currently u

We have asked and Transport @
mental issues that exceed standards for appr

remain the responsibility of Transport Canada.

Please look at the chart below to see t
that have come into play and the expert consulta

ensure that if an agreement is pu
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Chronology of divestiture activities

sa“ Divestiture Negotiations
¥ The Port Stanl i 1% National Marine Poli
anley Harbour is owned and operated by Tr. arine Policy - allows transfer of the
< Canada. It consi y Transport ports that no longer served a national functi
o) . It consists of 11.7 hectares of land, a 52.8 h Late 1990 i unetion
4;,_ lot. the west and ,a52.8 hectare water Formervlllage of Port Stanley, the new
| , and east breakwaters and the building formerly Municipality of Central Elgin, four industrial users
eased by Olmsteads on the West Pier a?d the County of Elgin investigated divestiture
/ of the harbour.
UNRESOLVED ~ 2000 County of Elgin ceases negotiations
. ) December 2004 i . '
The Wa'POIE !Sland First Nation land claim includes Port Stanley Harb gﬁntra.l g announces intent o enter into
bed. This claim is before the Courts. our and land created on lake ivestiture negotiations with Transport Canada.
The specific financial contribution by T Jonuary 2005 councl auhorized hestgning ofaetter of
dredging and operating n by ran.sport (Canada for repairs and infrastructure upgrades, 'me’T" Thisis when the clock on divestiture
g losses for the period that Central Elgin is required to operate the Harb ' officially starts.
L our. J -
egal agreements for the transfer. Agreement needed on the transf R une 2005 Municipality hosts a focus group meeting. The
use of the funds, auditing, etc. Agreement must provide lan e contrbutionanoun.te meetiiglswel atended Har) peopte e
. ua i S yici .
from future environmental issues and a successful land cIaimg geprotectng theHunicpalty the'fg:SIOH andidsas for e use o the harbout
. possibly as a small craft harbour with commerci
OTHER FACTS ﬁshing, recreational boats, parkland, and Iig?]rtqaI
Over 470 of the 549 identif industrial
ed Transport i '
demolished. Transport Canada indifates tahr;idtz feglonal/loFa| pprts have been transferred or 2005 Central Elgin Council identifies divestiture as one
34.7 months. e average divestiture within Canada has taken Julv 2005 of the mostimportant goals.
y Central Elgin hires icti
Transport Canada has identi chtrd experts to assist in the
. entified a number of factors that have affected the rate of divestit divestiture program. The lead consultant i Mark
First N tl'J ing: iture of Conway of N. Barry Lyons Consultants Ltd., a land
+ First Nation: N i P N
. Environmenstgrgzzrezs « Jurisdictional Issues :Zigf:;m"tt: eXpe,:j'e"‘Ie in port economic
- Legal and Administrati ; opment, to provide planning and
nistrative Impediments negotiating advice. Brian Riggs of Riggs

Engineering Ltd., a civil engineer with expertise

%

in marine facilities and Nicholas T. Macos, a

Risk Assessment is also being carried out for
program. The Risk Assessment
inistry of the Environment and environmental

nder this assessment, all existing studies
nderway will be included.

anada has agreed that pre-existing environ-
oved future uses of the harbour

he many parts of the divestiture program
nts Central Elgin hired to

tin place thatitisa good one for all parties.
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Iawygr with experience in development and
municipal law are also retained.

Work begins on the vision for Port Stanley
Harbour. Analysis so far shows the port may not
be economically viable as a commercial/industrial
harbour. Even with dredging, harbour draught
cannot handle seaway depth.

Change ip government in federal election puts
negotiations on hold for more than a year.
Remedial Action plan completed by CH2M Hill for
Transport Canada as part of the base research
needed.

November 2006 Municipal election causes further delays in
negotiations.

July 2005

January, 2006

March 2006

2007
Transport Canada requests proposals to carry out

aRisk Assessment for Port Stanley Harbour.
Transport‘Canada, through consultant CH2M Hill
stfar'ts a Risk Assessment of the Harbour. Ontario’
Mlplstry of the Environment to review results.
This process may not be completed until 2010.

Federal election causes further negotiation
delays.

Dillpr) (pnsulting hired to watch out for Central
Elgin’s interest relating to environmental issues
and the Risk Assessment.

Summer 2008

October 2008

January 2009

January 2009 Central Elgin officials meet with Transport

(Canada. Trfansport (Canada says definitively the
harbour will not be dredged until after
divestiture.



