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Being

a

By-

law

respecting

the

designation

and

control
of

potentially

dangerous

and

dangerous

dogs

The
Council

of

the

Corporation
of

the

Municipality

of

Central

Elgin
enacts

asfollows:

Part
1 -

Defmitions

1.

1

In
this

by-

law,

a)       "

Canine

Control

Officer"

means

the

Canine
Control

Officer

appointed

by
by-

law

by

the
Municipality

of

Central

Elgin
or

any

authorized

representative

thereof;

b)       "

Clerk"
means

the

Clerk

of

the

Municipality
of

Central
Elgin

and

shall

also

include

any
person

authorized

by by-
law

to
perfoini

the

functions

of

the

Clerk;

c)       "

Dog"

means

a

male
or

female

dog;

d)       "

Dog

Pound"

means

the

dog

pound

maintained

and

operated
by

the

City

of

St.

Thomas

and
to

which

dog

pound

the

Municipality

of
CentralElgin

and

its

Canine

Control

Officer

has

a

right

of

access

and

use.

e)

Owner" 

of

a
dog

includes

a

person
who

possesses

or harbours

a

dog, 

and

owns" 
and"

owned"

have

a
correspondingmeaning.

Part

2 -

Potentially

Dangerous/

Dangerous

Dogs2.

1

In

this
section:

2. 1.
1   " potentially dangerous



disposition

to
do

so;

b)       

a

dog
that, 

in

the

absence

of

any

mitigating

factor, 

has
significantly

injured

a

domestic

animal; 

or

c)       

a

dog,

previously

designated

as

a

potentially

dangerous

dog, 

that is

kept or

peunitted to be kept by

its

owner

in
violation

of

the

requirements

for

such

dog.

2.

1.

3   "

mitigating
factor"

means

a

circumstance

which

excuses

aggressive

behaviour

of

a
dog

and, 

without limiting

the

generality

of
the

foregoing,

may

include circumstances
where:

i)

the

dog

was, 

at
the

time

of

the

aggressive

behaviour, 

acting
in

defence
to

anattack

from

a person
or

domestic

animal;

ii)       

the

dog

was, 

at

the

time
of

the

aggressive

behaviour, 

acting

in

defence

of
its

young

or

to

a

person

or

domestic

animal

trespassing

on

the

property

of
its owner; 

or

iii)      

the
dog

was, 

atthe

time

of

the

aggressive

behaviour,

being

teased,

provoked,

or

tormented.

2.

1.4   "
muzzle"

means

a

humane
fastening

orcovering

device

of

adequate

strength

placed

over

a

dog'

s

mouth

to

preventit

from

biting.

2.

2The

Canine

Control

Officer
may, on

his

or

her

own

initiative

or
as

a
result

of

a

citizen'

s

complaint, 

conduct

a

fair

and

impartial

inquiry

into

whether

a

specific

dog

should

be

designated

as

a

potentially

dangerous

dog

or

dangerous

dog, 

as the

case may be;

provided that, in

conducting

such



ii)       

in

an

enclosed

pen
of

sufficient
dimension

and

construction

to

provide

humane

shelter

for

the

dog

while

preventing

the

entry

therein

of

unsupervised children;

b)       

to

securely
attach

a

muzzle

to
such

dog

at

all

times

when it

is

not
on

the

property

of

the owner

or
on

the

property

of

anotherperson

with

such

person'
s

consent; 

and/

or

c)       

to

obtain

and maintain

in force
a

policy

of

public

liability

insurance

issuedby

an

insurer

licenced

by

the

Province

of

Ontario

providing

third

party

liability

coverage

in

an

amount

of

not less

than

ONE

MILLION ($

1,

000,

000.

00)

DOLLARS

for

any

damage

or

injury

caused

by

such

potentially dangerous

dog

and

provide

to

the

Canine

Control

Officer

a

certificate of

such

policyand
each
subsequent

renewal

thereof.  

Such

policy

shall

contain

a

provisionrequiring

the

insurer

to

immediately

notify

the

Canine

Control

Officer

should
the

policy

expire,
be

cancelled

or

be

terminated

for
any

reason.2.

4

Where

the

Canine

Control
Officer

designates

a

dog

as
a

dangerous

dog, 

the

Canine

Control
Officer
shall

serve

notice

upon

the
owner

of

such

dog

requiring

theowner,

upon

receipt

of

such

notice, 

to
comply

with

the

following

requirements: a)       

to
keep the

dog

confined:

i)

within



potentially
dangerous

dog

or
dangerous

dog, as

the

case

may

be; 

and

b)       

the

requirements

that

the
owner

must

comply

within

accordance

with

this

section

and

when

such

requirements
take

effect.

2.

6

Within
seven(

7) days

of

receipt

of

any

notice

issued

by

the

Canine

Control Officer
pursuant

to

sections

2.

3

or

2.

4

above, 

the

owner of

the

said

designated

dog may request an appeal of such
designation

to

Council

for
the Municipality

of

Central
Elgin, such request

to be made

in
writing delivered

to the

Clerk;
provided

that the requesting of any
such appeal does

not stay
the

requirements for control of the
designated dog pending

the
said appeal

hearings, 
save

andexceptthe

requirement for
obtaining

and
maintaining a policy of

publicliability insurance
for

damages orinjuries caused by such designated dog.

2. 7 Within a reasonable time after delivery of a request

to

appeal pursuant to section 2. 6
above, 

Council

for
the Municipality of

Central Elgin shall conduct a fair and impartial appeal hearing in

respect of designation of a

dog

as potentially
dangerous or dangerous by the

Canine Control
Officer and, after conducting such

appeal hearing, shall either confinu or reverse such

designation; provided that if the said designation is confirmed, 

than the owner



Part
3 -

Restoration

of

Impounded
Dog

3.

1 Where

a potentially
dangerous

dog or
a dangerous dog

has been impounded for
any

reason, the Canine

ControlOfficer

shall not restore the said dog to its owner or
any

other person unless
the Canine Control

Officer

is satisfied that the person
to

whom the dog is to be
restored

is aware
of

and in compliance of

the requirements
of

sections 2. 3

or

2.

4
above, 

as

the case may be. All

fees
otherwise payable to

the
Canine

Control

Officer upon restoration of an impounded dog to
its

owner
are payable

by the owner of a potentially

dangerous
dog or

a dangerous dog
for

any length

of time it may

be

held

in the Dog Pound. 3.

2 Where the owner of a potentially

dangerous
dog or a dangerous

dog which has been
impounded

is
unable

to
demonstrate

compliance with the
provisions

of
sections

2.
3

or 2. 4 above, as the case

may be, to
the

reasonable satisfaction of the Canine Control Officer, or if
such owner

refuses to do so, the Canine Control Officer, after a reasonable period of time, may

sell

or otherwise dispose of



section

of

this

by-

law

is

invalid, 

such


